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mentary. He always conteitded, at least in my hearing, that the people
of America were more enlightened than those of England, or of any
country in Europe; and that therefore the imposition of shew was not
necessary in their Governments.
Though the comparison between hereditary and elective monarchy,
which the Abbe has made, is unnecessary to the case, because the repre-
sentative system rejects both; yet, were I to make the comparison, I
should decide contrary to what he has done.
The civil wars which have originated from contested hereditary claims
are more numerous, and have been more dreadful, and of longer continu-
ance, than those which have been occasioned by election. All the civil wars
in France arose from the hereditary system; they were either produced
by hereditary claims, or by the imperfection of the hereditary form, which
admits of regencies, or monarchy at nurse. With respect to England, its
history is full of the same misfortunes. The contests for succession be-
tween the houses of York and Lancaster, lasted a whole century; and
others of a similar nature have renewed themselves since that period.
Those of 1715 and 1745 were of the same kind. The succession war for the
crown of Spain embroiled almost half Europe. The disturbances in Hol-
land are generated from the hereditaryship of the Stadtholder. A Govern-
ment calling itself free, with an hereditary office, is like a thorn in the
flesh, that produces a fermentation which endeavours to discharge it.
But I might go further, and place also foreign wars, of whatever kind,
to the same cause. It is by adding the evil of hereditary succession to that
of monarchy, that a permanent family interest is created, whose con-
stant objects are dominion and revenue. Poland, though an elective
monarchy, has had fewer wars than those which are hereditary; and it
is the only Government that has made a voluntary essay, though but a
small one, to reform the condition of the country.
Having thus glanced at a few of the defects of the old, or hereditary
systems of Government, let us compare it with the new, or representative
system.
The representative system takes society and civilisation for its basis;
nature, reason, and experience for its guide.
Experience, in all ages and in all countries, has demonstrated that it
is impossible to controul nature in her distribution of mental powers. She
gives them as she pleases. Whatever is the rule by which she, apparently
to us, scatters them among mankind, that rule remains a secret to man.
It would be as ridiculous to attempt to fix the hereditaryship of human
a* nf wiVlnm. Whatever wisdom constituency is, it is like a seed-